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T [HE COUNCIL needs here are in homes that the>’ own. living 
to stop seeing us as on land that they bought 
objects and start seeing “A lot of people don 't sleep, and they 

«s as people " So says ay all day 

Mary Ann McCarthy •. a “Dan U3s conung on great at the school 

Traveller who is facing and really enjoying it. But it will be a real 
F * fni m Essex problem for my daughter to get him into 

home 9* families live at Dale Farm, another school if we’re on the road." 
r**7 “ ln5h Tra ' W,cr “ ,e Eok of residents worry about how 

ftople have ioev. there sance the 1970s the eviction will disrupt children’s lives 
Travellers own the land, but Basildon Grandmother Nora Shendan said, “f 
cot^edhas refused to grant them plan- never got to school and I can’t read or 
■mg pereussiac to live there utite My children can’t either But now 

t k Mtns the land > green be It (see their children can read and write. They 
xx > and has issued them with eviction kne school" 

<«oes-^«i though they have nowhere The eviction is nonsensical. The 
council is w illing to spend £18 million 
to make around 40(1 people homeless. 

I* seems little thought has been given to 
New laws have made what will happen after an eviction, 
ravel now That’s why “It won’t solve anything ’’ said Marv 
we bought Uus land But it seems we Ann “Travellers will haveto move o^ 

the nearest field and then they’ll be | 


Victims of a vicious racism / 

legally fecogni^ S ^th!fc^^ re f T rom Trav ellers (Barkham. 5005). 
covered under the Race ReltfoonTJv T^neTapp? 20 PerCem 0f non ’ 
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. cvugniseo as ethnic groups arv 
covered under the Race RelabonsAct* 

thaTlfl Sen ° US <3 ' scrim inati 0 n 
that has an impact on their health 
education and living standards- 

•Life expectancy for Travellers, s ten 

years lower than the national average 

Essr** are 20 t,mes m ° re 

Tt , have experienced the death of 

CnilQ than non.Trat,aii<vrf. 


ft’s not like it used to be. - said Miry 
Ann. who h*> Irvcd at Dale Farm for 


h harder for us to travel now. T 


•Most local authorities are failing 
to meet their targets to significantly 
increase accommodation for Travellers 
oy 2011 , according to the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission (2009) 

" ' ' avc experienced the death of a TrI!^J 0 ^^ n ^ ngl ' few0fsefor 
child than non-Travellers avellers. The Localism 8iH removes the 

•In 2003 less than one quarter of Irish 10031 counc,lsto Provide 

Traveller and Gypsy children got five ftemauve sites for Travellers. It puts 

GCSEs at grades A-C— compared to a ^j^P° r>s,b ' l ' t y f or determ.n,ng the 

•aS a f V T rage ° f JUSt 0V6r h3lf f0r 

•A third of Travellers in Britain don’t have 

a legal or secure place to live-many 
live by the roadside or on unauthorised 
developments in constant fear of eviction 
•Travellers are one of the most unfairty 
reported minorities in the media 
(Stonewall. 2003) 

Successive governments have made 
the situation worse. 

•The 1994 Criminal and Justice and - * **~* w 

oX c arrSSSr o " experienced the 
death of a child 

•Councils refuse more than .. Z 

90 percent of planning applications Wl«in nOlr I tSVGlrcrS 


appropriate level of site provision 
Travellers onto incfivicfual councils. 

This will make provision a lottery and 
life for Travellers even more uncertain. 

‘Traveller mothers 
are 20 times more 
likely to have 


do n^r fordoing wrong " HfH I ltIl 

D»k Firm lies among Acids and wind- moved on again ” 

| mg c tmptiy lanes in Basildon The local 

psuxs it as a ebrty hovel It isn’t Bingo 
/ n^ CUUt -r> hC(nCi U, f l gar ~ ^direarto Dale Farm is part of a wider 

1 ^ ro are al ways assault on Trav ellers dur « faking place 

-■*«*«*- air ** 4 Mnd MCros * Eu “>P* Orattan Puxo n. a can,- 

CTn/dnrn nde their hike j and nlav right*. **,d. "This 

— . . .r.JL.2.. ': s 5,m, ' ar to g overnments are treat- 

*** ^ h0m ! U i cleansing-**! the gov- 

tsui the threatened eviction has made ernment is paying for it" 

. i -viGinigtorart Travellers at Dale Farm have friends m 

. m trying to block it ova of my mind." the settled community — they go to mass 
’ J ‘ c Mar > Ann “Words can’t explain together and meet at bingo “There are a 
bo * 1 feel - T ’ Im of good people out there who do like 

Many on the site are v ulnerable and Gypsies and Travellers,” said Man Ann 
wwiW be put at nsk if forced out on to “But others read the papers and' make 
the road Several newborn babies and judgements. Some people can never see 
pregnant women live on the site And the good side of us. They can sav horrible 
some residents have senous medical things— even when they don ’i know us ’ 
conditions rucl uding diabetes, heart Prejudice is one of'the reasons why 
probtem. lung damage and cancer Travellers want to stay together on the 

As Socialist Worker reported last site Mary Ann said. “When 1 was travel- 
the eviction would put some ling and there was a crime committed, 
people s lives in danger (see http:/ /bit. the police would come straight to the 
ty/qDfLSz) Travellers They’d assume it must have 

But Basildon council warns to tear up been one of us 
thor homes and leave them with nothing “But I’ve been here ten years and 


Land for sale-but not to Travellers 


Devastated 

Margaret Gammell has diabetes, heart 
problems and high blood pressure. She is 
frightened about what will happen to ha 
health if she has no permanent address 
md no doctor. 

"Why u the council potting us through 
all this distress' 1 ” she asked. “They’ve no 
heart They don’t care " 

Margaret says the eviction is about 
“prejudice" 

"1 could end up left on the street with 
just a few bugs of clothes." she said Bui 
she added “We’ll fight to the b«a end " 
Mary Rollestos lives nearby with 
her grandson Dan. who has Down’s 
Syndrome She said “We’re devastated 
about the eviction. It’s terrible People 

‘Travellers in 
Europe are being 
treated like this. 
It’s a form of 


■ caused no problems — the police 
have never arrested anyone here " 

Time after time. Travellers say the 
money they are spending on the eviction 
should be spent on things people need. 
“I've seen children starving in Africa on 
the TV? said Mary Rolleston. “It’s easy 
to think of something else to do with that 
money" 

Mary .Ann added “When I speak to 
people at bingo, you see they've got hard 
lives Things they need are being cut and 
they can’t find jobs. Thai money could be 
put lo much better use." 

Basildon council has failed to provide 
most of the families at Dale Farm some- 
where else to live. 

Mar>' Flynn said she was offered a 
second floor flat She has the lung disease 
COPD and cannot manage stairs 

Mary’s husband died last year “It _ 
the worst experience of my life." she 
*a*d “Now, I need to have my family 
around roe, not live in a bouse on my 
own I've never lived in a house, 1 've 
lived m caravans all my life. 

"ItTs nice to have people around 
to help you. They give me lifts to 
the health centre If ones gone out, 


Travellers have made Dale Farm in Essex their home since the 1970s. Noiv the 
council plans to evict them from land they awn and thaw their lives into chaos. 
Sadie Robinson spoke to some of those preparing to defend their homes. 

Photos by Elisabeth Blanchet and Socialist Worker 


had to get out,” she said “It felt claustro- 
phobic. I want to stay here, where all my 
friends are around me” 

Mary Ann says that she feels safe at 
Dale Farm. “My grandchildren can be 
out playing and I don’t have to worry 
about them." she said. ’’We’re used to 
always being with Travellers " 

The eviction, if it happens, won’t be 
pretty. Previous evictions have seen bail- 
iffs and police drag people from their 
homes and bulldoze them. 

The council plans to use the notori- 
ous bailiff Constant & Co— and has 
approved £ 1 0 million for the polic- 
ing operation. 

Mary Ann said “It will be 


BASILDON COUNCIL says it has 
to evict around 400 people from Dale 
Farm because the land is greenbelt. 

This is disputed “This was never a 
beauty spot,” says Mary Ann McCarthy. 
In fact it was a concrete scrap yard 
when Travellers bought the land. 

Around half of the pitches have 
planning permission — which means 
there will still be Travellers at the site 
even if some are evicted. 

And Basildon council^ green 
credentials aren't up to much. While it 
feigns concern about protecting greenbelt 
land it is approving contracts to firms to 
build new houses on greenbelt 

It recently granted permission to 
Banner Homes to build 5 1 houses on 
the former Billericay School Farm, a 
greenbelt site. 

In June, it also announced plans for 
homes and a business park to be built on 
86 acres of a wildlife haven and South 
Essex College site. Tory council leader 
Tony Ball said that “some development 
of the site is inevitable" 


ACT NOW TO DEFEND DALE FARM 


PEOPLE ARE organisingto defend protest on Saturday 10 September at 

Travellers at Dale Farm from eviction 1pm against the ev iction and the Tories’ 

which could take place any time after Localism Bill. It wtfl assemble at Wickford 

31 August. [ tram statfon (30 minutes from London 


What do 
socialists say? 


Why a state ban won’t 
weaken racist groups 

MANY PEOPLE, including some in 
anti-fascist groups, hav e responded to 
Anders Behring Breivik's murderous 
rampage by calling for fascist 
organisations to be banned Still 
more want the authorities to ban their 
marches. 

In many ways this is an 
understandable reaction to the attacks 
on the left and black people carried 
out by the far right. 


THE 
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BASILDON COUNCIL 


will not end racism and hampers the 
fight against fascism. In Germany 
neo-Nazi groups are banned but that 
has not stopped fascists organisms 
and carrying out racist attacks. challenge our rotes. When am- 

Socialists should nev er look to the racists take to the streets the police 
tie to dealwnh fascists often respond with represswT 

This is because of the nature On ann-EDL protests such as one 

of capitalism. The ruling class in Bolton last year, the police arrested, 

prefers then system to run with a beat and harassed demonstrators 
democratic veneer— a parliament, a Yet EDL thuzs are left free to attack 
nominally free press and so on innocent residents and mosques. 

But at times of crisis, when there We cannot trust foe police to stop 
is a strong working class movement foe EDL or any fiwq tt orzantsanon. 
challenging their role, they will lo ok Only a mass movement, rooted 

to other methods. m working class communities, has 

This is where fascist groups come foe strenefo to challenge foe EDL 
in. Fascism is a mass mov ement ideologically and politically and to 

of the middle class committed to drive it off foe streets, 

destroying all forms of democracy The vast majority of ordinary 

It aims to show its usefulness to foe • • ■ 

ruling class by for ming street gangs 


terrorise the left 
It can only take power when the 
, — mg class rums to it This is what 
happened m Italy in the !92Qs ml 

Germany in the T950s 


people hate the violence and racism 
of foe EDL, and are hornfied by 
Breivik's terrorist acts. 

Cher the last few years. Unite 


Paraded 

Today in Britain, many marches by- 
foe racist English Defence League 


mental, wjserer er 

its urfy head puBffcfy- opposfoe 

tlon’isesoeas. 

These actions have rirocai* veopa 
together, but they have not mKiwi 

re rvTTr L - Ca s ue EDL yet- This task is now n 

(EDL i have been banned. But this has urgent than ever 
not stopped it from holding “static “incredibly, foe EDL has been 

P™' 6515 bucked by Breivik's attacks. Its leader. 

Bans just mean mat the police Stephen Yaxiev-Letmoc. CTes.” 

“escort" the thugs to their rallying mamsoeam TV saving tfaataCT 
point. So they get paraded through the atnek wtII happen' in Bmua. 
sne«s while chanttng racist abuse. He has been allowed to label 


And bans are a dangerous idea 
because they encourage passivity. 
They take people off the streets It 
means people waiting at home ra fear. 

If we don’t mobilise, it could 
leave the EDL marching unopposed 


muincuiruralism and isiazn as foe 
problem — not the xenons of Nazis 
and the EDLs friend Breivik. 
Mus lims are under c 

and politicians who w 


“ uwucumg unopposed. ana politicians who want to seap 

Whenev er that has happened foe EDL them for the problems m sooerv 
has noted and .arta.-1-eH Vtnclrm^ t-c-. .. . . : . 


has rioted and attacked Muslims. 

When the stare gives itself extra 
repressive powers it will use them 
against the left. 

The government Nought in the 


That ft is why we have to oppose 
racism wherever ft appears But v- 
also have to tackle its root c 
capitalist system. 

Banning doesn't get rid of foe 


o-immig uocsn i get no ot roe 

Public Order Act in 193“ supposedly conditions that breed racist ideas 
to counteract the rise of Oswald .As the economic ensis deepens. 

the ruling class will continue to try 


Mosley s Blackshirts. It didn’t stop 
fascism — and was used against 
left wing and workers' protests for 
decades afterwards. 

It was the mass, grassroots 
resistance that confronted the 
Blackshirts in the streets, such as at 
Cable Street in 1936. that stopped 
fascism m Britain. 

The police exist to uphold the 
status quo in society. Because of its 


and force foe poor to pay — by caning 
jobs, services and benefits, .And they" 
will use racism to try to divided us so 
that we do not unite against them 

That is why foe solution to racism 
can only come from people at foe 
bottom of society challenging ft. 

The unity forged in foe battle 
against racism and cuts can pfay a 
crucial role m taking forward foe 


■ v ivk iu ukvuik: UHwaru roc 

role, the police force is institutionally struggle for a world without btgoerv 
racist and hostile to movements that and exploitation. 


New Bookmarks pubocaficvr 

De fending Muttieufturalism: 
A Guide for the Movement 

Edited by Hassan Mahamforifc* 







